
T h e H o n o r a b l e 
Mayor John F. Street 
sent representative                       
Nanc y Morgan , 
Ph.D., to  officiate 
the Grand Opening 
Ribbon-Cutting Cere-
mony, Aug. 5, 11 
a.m. at the Interna-
tional Headquarters 
of the National Afri-
can Religion Con-
gress (NARC World), 
5104 N. Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 
19141, in the city’s 
Logan section.  In a 
celebration highlight-
ing multiculturalism 
and religious toler-
ance, NARC’s open-
ing featured libations 

by Gro Mambo An-
gélá Noványón Idizol 

and Chief Priest 
Prince Baba Awo 
Adeyemi Ogunde, 
percussionist drum-
ming and free sam-

plings of Cuban, Hai-
tian, Brazilian and Afri-

can cuisines.  

The National 
African Relig-
ion Congress 
(NARC) is the 
governing board 
representing all 
religions of the 
African Dias-
pora worldwide.  

NARC is re-
sponsible for 
certification of 

those Babalawos, Iya-
loshas, Babaloshas, 
Mambos, Hungans and 
Priests /Priestesses rep-
resenting the religions 

Grand Opening Highlights International 
H eadqu arters fo r th e Natio n al African 
Religion Congress/NARC World 

of Santeria /Lukumi, 
the Voodoo of Haiti, 
Ifa, Yoruba, Can-
domble, Orisa tradi-
tion of Trinadad and 
Tobago and the Akan 
religion of Ghana.  

Just as the Catholic 
Church is governed 
by the Vatican and 
administered by the 
regional diocese, the 
National African Re-
ligion Congress veri-

fies the legitimacy of 
Priests and Priest-
esses of African 
based religion.   

NARC also serves as 
the agency acting as 

National African Religion Congress  
International Headquarters, Philadelphia, PA 

Special points of interest: 

National African Religion Congress Conference, 
Ceremony and Research Facility. 
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1999, NARC has forged unifica-
tion for practitioners of African-
based religions and 
its supporters.  To its 
credit, the network is 
now inclusive of 
clergy, scholars, arti-
sans, and dignitaries 

spanning many countries includ-
ing Brazil, Haiti, Cuba, Vene-

zuela, England, Ja-
maica, Africa, 
Puerto Rico and 50 
states nationally.  
NARC also serves 
as an official li-

Priests, Priestesses, Babalawos, 
Iyalorisas, professors and re-
searchers of African-derived 
faiths, as well as scholars of 
comparative religion.  In addi-
tion, NARC provides biographic 
information for all certified 
Priests.  From its inception in 

the liaison between practitioners, 
government, civic agencies 
(federal government, municipal 
government, law enforcement 
agencies, etc.) and the general 
public.  When conflict and misun-
derstanding arise, NARC inter-
venes to bring correction, clarifi-
cation and organization.  NARC 
seminars on cultural diversity help 
law enforcement agencies deter-
mine which priests/priestesses are 
legitimate   and which are not. 
The public was invited to attend 
the momentous event.  Following 
the ribbon cutting, a proclamation 
from the Office of the Governor 

was presented to Founder Gro 
Mambo Angela Noványón, 

Idizol, applauding the organiza-
tion’s success in bridging cross-
cultural communications be-
tween global communities.  The 
Honorable Mayor John F. 
Street’s proclamation declared 
August 4—10, 2003 as African 
Religion Unity Week. 

The launching and presentation 
of The National African Relig-
ion Congress International Di-
rectory of Priests and Priest-
esses, 4th Edition, a 525-page 
trilingual (English, Spanish and 
French) volume was more than a 
success. The volume features 
presentations authored by 

     

cense provider for travel to Cuba 
for religious and cross-cultural 
study for NARC  Members. 

NARC has established a multi-
lingual African Culture and Re-
ligion library and Research Fa-
cility.  The target for completion 
is January 2004.   

Much of the time, students, re-
searchers and scholars find their 
way to the spiritual houses of 
priests and priestesses for infor-
mation on African-based relig-
ion.  Though sincere, they may 
be misinformed or inaccurate.   

The Research Library staff of 
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The Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gre s s / NARC Wo rld  
Directory Of Priests and Priestesses  

Ribbo n Cuttin g an d Pro clam atio n Pre se n tatio n Fro m the 
H o n o rable Mayo r Jo hn F. Stre e t 

Th e Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gre s s / NARC Wo rld 
Co n fe re n ce , Ce re m o n y an d Re se arch Facility — 2nd Floor 

IF YOU CAN BE VERIFIED  THEN 

WHAT IS STOPPIING YOU FROM 

CERTIFYING ? 

“STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!” 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

NARC FACILITY 
African Religion Research Library 

Regional Sec. –NARC Office Ile-Ife, 
Chief Adekunle Akintitan,  Board Mem-
ber Babalawo Alvarez, Babalowo Chief 
Adeyela Adelekan Board Member 
NARC, London, UK  (Left to right) 
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When a meeting 
needs to be held 
between spiritual 
houses or within the 
community, finding 
a place to meet be-
comes a necessity.  Have your 
meeting in the National African 
Religion Congress’s Conference 
Room, a neutral space fully 
equipped to handle your meet-

ing, with a large 
hardwood confer-
ence table seating 
ten, black leather 
chairs, plush red car-
peting, and bright 

track lighting.   

Often the ancient traditions of 
these cultures are forced to com-
promise.  We practice our tradi-
tions in our homes.  Sometimes  

Patron members the space, free-
dom, and privacy to independ-
ently carry out meetings, initia-
tions, services, bembes, offer-
ings, seminars, and more, free of 
harassment, and without the 
need to compromise. 

Introducing the National African 
Religion Congress facility fea-
turing: Professional Conference 
Room. 

knowledgeable practitioners is 
available to identify the misin-
formation and to  correct the in-
accuracies that are found in pub-
lications on African culture, tra-
dition, and religion.   

We also maintain the National 
African Religion Congress Di-
rectory of Priests and Priest-
esses, the first official listing of 
verified priests and priestesses, 
which can be used as a referral 
source to contact priests and 
priestesses who may be con-
sulted about their religious be-
liefs and practices. The National 
African Religion Congress Di-
rectory of Priests and Priest-

esses contains papers written by 
practitioners for presentation at 
NARC’s annual conference, a 
listing of the religious doctrines 
of African faiths as they are 
practiced throughout the world, a 
trilingual glossary of terms com-
monly used in African Religions 
and the practitioners’ directory 

listings.   

The National African Religion 
Congress is the premier organi-
zation equipped to cater to the 
needs of Priests and Priestesses 
of the religions of the African 
Diaspora.  NARC has the   solu-
tion.  We offer Certified Priests 
and Priestesses, Associates, and 

       

this causes problems because of 
a lack of understanding about 
our traditions in our communi-
ties.  Often the police, fire  de-
partments, license and inspection 
agencies, or even the SPCA are 
called to respond to calls from 
our neighbors and interrupt  

our ceremonies.  In other cases, 
the problem could be as simple 
as not having enough space to 
conduct a ceremony.  Have your 
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Professional Conference Room  

Research Library  

H ave Yo ur Ne xt Me e tin g At NARC’S Facility 

“ NARC has the  solution” 

NARC FACILITY —- Research Library 

NARC FACILITY —- Research Library 

NARC Facility  
Professional Conference 
Room 



This was a very fruitful stop.  In 
Atlanta, GA, we were pointed in 
the direction of Iya 
Osunbunmi Olafemi, 
who is the former 
wife of the King at 
the African Village in 
South Carolina. She 
played a major role 
in the building of the African 

Village.  She invited us to her 
home in Tampa, FL, and we 

were well received 
by her family.  We 
explained every-
thing to her about 
NARC and began 
certifications.  Iya 
Osunbunmi had so 

many things in common with 

    
ceremony in our Ceremony 
Room, a separate space dedi-
cated solely to initiations, wed-
dings and ceremonies, and a full-
service kitchen to accommodate 
the needs that accompany offer-
ings, parties, or other practices 
which require the preparation of  

food.  The National African Re-
ligion Congress also has a back 
patio and backyard court for out-
side services and  receptions. 

                    

As we continued on our Certifi-
cation Tour the Officers of the 
National African Religion Con-
gress/NARC World traveled to 
meet Papa Jacque Michel at 
Papa Paul's Humofor in Miami.  
Papa Paul received us with high 
respect.  He had already started 
talking to Mambos and Houn-

Gro Mambo Angela that she was 
offered to be a Member of the 
Board of Directors.  She did not 
accept her offer immediately be-
cause she wanted to think about 
it.  Her family encouraged her to 
accept the offer and promised 
they would help her, especially 
her daughter.   

gans after Papa Jacque went to 
him to tell him that Mambo An-
gela was the Piti of Papa Hiliare 
Mambo Angela’s Godfather. .  
We found out that he and Papa 
Hiliare know each other well.  
He said, tell me what you need 
to service the people”?  Well, 
then we knew he was truly a 
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The Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gre s s / NARC Wo rld 
Ce rtificatio n To ur Pro duce s Thre e Ne w Bo ard Me m be rs  

Ceremony Room 

Ce rtificatio n Succe ss At The H um o fo r Of 
Gro H o un gan Jo se ph Apo te No e l  

“I am a keeper and 
guardian of the Voodoo; 
why would I not accept the 
position?” Gro Houngan  

Joseph Apote Noel 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

NARC Facility—Ceremony Room  

Iya Osunbunmi Olafemi and    
family, signing                       

Board Member Acceptance Letter 
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join." Papa Paul's 
Humofor is at his 
place of business, 
which is a botanica 
with a very large 
Humofor. 

The National African Religion 
Congress traveled to the celebra-
tion of Board Member Chief 

Prince Baba    Ad-
e yemi Ogunde , 
Houston, Texas.  
During his celebra-
tion, Baba Ishangi, 
who is a very old 

acquaintance of Gro Mambo, 
was present.  He made some 
very profound statements.  One 

Papa Paul had already invited 
Mambos and Houngans , 
Santeros and African Priests and 
Priestesses to the seminar.   He 
said, "Mambo, I am going to 
bring them all to you.  The ones 
who will have a lot to say most 
likely will not join, but the ones 
who will not say anything will 

Houngan because the 
Loa said, "to serve 
me you must service 
the people and the 
people will service 
you."  We began to 
tell him everything 
about NARC and the 
seminar was now set 
for two days instead 
of one.  Once we fin-
ished all business we 
offered him a position 
of the Board of Direc-
tors. Gro Mambo said 
to him she knew that 
he is busy and she did not know if he would accept.  He said to 

her, “I am a keeper and guardian 
of the Voodoo; why would I not 
accept the position?”    

must help them because they are 
working for us.  We must see 
them as if they are working for 
us in order for us to help them in 
physical work and financial sup-
port…. We should not talk about 
Gro Mambo Angélá Noványon 
Idizol and call her crazy.  She 
has to be crazy to get the job 
that NARC is doing done and to 

of hi s 
statements 
was: "If 
the Na-
tional Afri-
can Relig-
ion Con-
gress fails, 
then we all 
fail.  We 

get where she is at today!   
NARC has a strong woman lead-
ing and what we have to do is to 
take from NARC's example.  This 
woman is shaping the way show-
ing all men and women how they 
should be in our tradition and 
culture because we have lost 
that.  We lost many of our family 
values from our grandparents 
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Ne w Me m be r De dicatio n 

In tro ductio n to Ne w Bo ard Me m bers Co n t. 

NARC IS W ORKING FOR ALL! 

"If the National African 

Religion Congress fails,  

then we all fail. “ 

Baba Kwame Ishangi  

Baba Kwame Ishangi   

Certification at the Humofor of  Board Member       
Gro Houngan Joseph Apote Noel, Miami, Florida Gro Houngan Joseph Apote Noel, 

signing for                                          
Board Member Acceptance Letter 



Cuba, NARC did not accept 
money from applicants nor were 
the people able to pay certifica-
tion fees due to the country’s 
economic conditions.  As a re-
sult, NARC had to rely on dona-
tions from Board 
members and officers 
to sustain its outreach 
initiative. 

Groups of five or 
more people visiting 
Cuba are required to 

obtain government-owned trans-
portation, along with a paid tour 
guide, at the cost of $150 USD 
per day.  Credit cards were not 
accepted and we had to stay at 
government-designated hotels at 

a cost of $150 USD 
per night.  Ameri-
can forms of pay-
ment such as credit 
or debit cards, trav-
eler’s checks, or 
any items drawn on 

balawo Julio Marquetti and     
Babalocha Ramon Leyva, 
thereby increasing NARC mem-
bership in Cuba by 1,200 mem-
bers.  NARC is a licensing board 
for religious travel to Cuba; 
however, both the Cuban and 
U.S. governments have many 
guidelines that NARC had to 
follow in order to make the trip.  
There were many complications 
because of a political embargo 
between the two countries.  In 

especially  

New Member dedication cont., 

when we are living in a society 
when the children are running 
the house and the parents are 
afraid of their children…" 

Baba Ishangi is an elder who has 
worked and supported African 
Religion and Culture.  

Certification– Havana, Cuba

 

Five officers of NARC traveled 

to Cuba through the help of our 
Cuban board members, Ba-           

   

attracted the attention of the 
Communist Party, which re-
sulted in temporary detainment 
of NARC’s delegates.  Initially, 
accusations and false reports 
were made, which included: 

Obtaining a tourist visa un-
der false pretenses; i.e., we were 

U.S. banks were denied as forms 
of payment.  Thus, NARC offi-
cers were forced to rely solely 
on cash. 

Executive officers were success-
ful in reaching over 500 new 
members in less than three days’ 
time.  The response to NARC 

supposed to obtain a religious 
visa because of the nature of the 
work being performed; 

Engaging in taking names, 
addresses and telephone num-
bers on applications from the 
Cuban people; 

Planning the illegal transpor-
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Over 1,200 Certifications 

Certification Tour — Havana, Cuba 

NARC Attracte d The Atte n tio n Of The Co m m un is t Party 

Do not travel to Cuba without a 

Religious Cuban License  for 

travel.  

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

Certification in Havana, Cuba at the Ile of   
Board Member Babalawo Julio Marquetti  
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ship applications.  
However, only Cu-
ban board members 
were  allowed to 
actually distribute 
them for the dura-
tion of our trip.   

While in Cuba, NARC worked 
incessantly as applications 

poured in from the 
houses of two of our 
Board members 
there.  We systemati-
cally certified an av-
erage of 75 people 

per day during our trip there.  
People traveled from all corners 
of Havana to fill out and submit 
applications, and many received 

thorization we received was an 
error and subsequently offered 
religious visas for NARC’s next 
visit.  They  offered an apology 
to the Chairperson and wel-
comed the delegates with the  

determination that the work was 
necessary.  NARC was allowed 
to continue collecting member-

tation of Cubans to the United 
States; and Attempting to exploit 
Cubans for money in exchange 
for visas. 

After in-depth discussions, 
we clarified our purpose for 
extending certifications to 
Cuban practitioners, explain-
ing: 

NARC’s world directory 
and the expertise of the 
priests and priestesses to be 
listed therein. Certification 
process by application, which 
enables verification of initia-
tions, ordinations and fields 

of expertise. 

The necessity of highlighting  

the expertise of priests and 
priestesses in Cuba, such as ini-
tiations, spiritual healings, eth-

nobotany, spiritual shrines, 
etc. 

Gro Mambo Angélá pre-
sented documented proof 
that the Communist Party 
gave NARC permission to 
travel to Cuba and work un-
der a Tourist Visa.  

A complete examination of 
NARC documents, purposes 
and activities ended with the 
Communist Party acknowl-
edging that the tourist au-

most prestigious Babalawos with 
large families came to NARC to 
be certified, and continue to send 
us applications of more inter-
ested priests and priestesses.  To 
this day, word continues to 
spread.  Contact between the Na-
tional office and the Cuban 
board members is maintained, 

their cards the very same day.  
The Board members graciously 
offered space in their homes for 
us to work, and there we set up 
our portable office.  Applicants 
watched as their information was 
processed, applications were 
verified, and cards were printed 
and laminated.  Some of the 

and packages from each station 
arrive periodically through the 
mail filled with applications of 
more and more interested priests 
and priestesses.  We also devel-
oped a working relationship with 
embassies and government offi-
cials to make it  
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Prie s ts An d Prie s te s s e s In Cu ba W e re Ce rtifie d by NARC An d On ly Th o s e 
Priests And Priestesses Should Be Patronized For Spiritual Needs! 

NARC’S Pro ble m s We re So lve d W ith The  
Communist Party 

Developing a Relationship with the  
U.S. Interest Section in Cuba 

“Don’t go to Cuba Blind!  

Consult the Directory for a 

Verified, Certified Babalawo, 

Babalocha and Iyalocha 

Famous Singer Lazaro Ros  and Gro Mambo Angela  Novanyon Idizol  



NARC also encouraged the 
mambos and hungans of Haiti to 
become better organized around 
their own mutual interests under 
the umbrella of NARC.  Shortly 
after the executive staff of 
NARC left Haiti, the President 
of Haiti, Bertrand Aristide, an-
nounced that the government of 

the Republic of Haiti had de-
clared the Voodoo religion to be 
accepted on par with all other 
religions.  He said that the gov-
ernment would recognize wed-
dings, baptisms and funerals to 
be an accepted and legal activity 
of the mambos and hungans of 
Haiti.   

arranged meetings with the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of Culture.  During 
those meetings, NARC encour-
aged the Haitian government to 
become more active in providing 
support and validation of the 
hungans and mambos (priests 
and priestesses) of Haiti.  

Certification– Cuba, Cont. 

easier for our Board members to 
come to our Annual Conference.  

NARC’s administrative staff 
traveled to Haiti shortly after 
returning from Cuba.  The Na-
tional African Religion Congress 
has done extensive work in Haiti 
over the past several years.  
NARC staff reestablished its 
contacts and began the certifica-
tion drive, while distributing 
medicines, food and clothing. 

The delegates also carried mate-
rials that supported NARC’s on-
going literacy program.   NARC’s administrative staff re-

mained in Haiti for one month.  
They traveled over a large por-
tion of the country from the 
capital of Port-au-Prince to out-
lying regions of rural Haiti.  In 
the capital, NARC established its 
daily activity at the Bureau of 
Ethnology, conducting seminars 
and certifications.  During the 
late afternoon and early evening 
the NARC staff traveled to hu-
mofors (Voodoo sanctuaries) in 
the backcountry for seminars 
and certification.  During that 
period the Chairperson and 
President, Vice President, Secre-
tary and Certification Officer 

applications poured in from all 
directions.  The staff from 
NARC traveled to several differ-
ent  Humofors  in different parts 
of the country – from Mariani to 
Gressier, from Belair to Leogane 
and back.   
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The Vo o do o Re ligio n De clare d Le gal In H aiti 

Certification Tour — Haiti 

Le gal Activitie s Of Mam bo s An d H un gan s 

If you go to Haiti  for a weekend and 

come back a Mambo or Houngan with 

Asona.  The National African Religion 

Congress WILL NOT  RECONGNIZE YOU! 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

Certification in Mariani, Haiti 

Certification in Mariani, Haiti  
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they are? Or is it 
because they are not 
credible Priests or 
Priestesses?   

Yet today, there are 
many people com-
plaining to NARC about the be-
havior of Priests and Priestesses.  
People report to NARC that 

there are many peo-
ple who portray 
themselves as Priests 
and Priestesses.  The 
National African Re-
ligion Congress has 

done much work and people who 
are false Priests and Priestesses 
will take advantage of the work 

religions were years ago.  Al-
though there are many who re-
spect the work of NARC and 
believe in the certification proc-
ess, there are also those who are 
not for the work of NARC. 
Why?  Is it because they cannot 
verify who they are?  Is it be-
cause they are not who they say 

Haiti Certification, cont.,  

While we were in Haiti, applica-
tions poured in from all direc-
tions.  The staff from NARC 
traveled to several different  Hu-
mofors  in different parts of the 
country – from Mariani to Gress-
ier, from Belair to Leogane and 
back.   

New Categories

 

The categories Lukumi, Santeria, 
Santeria Yoruba, Lukumi 
Yoruba etc., has been reviewed 
with the following people: 

Cuban Board Members Ba-
balawo Marquetti Lao, 

Cuban Board Member Baba-
locha Ramon Guzman, 

NARC member Babalawo 
Lic Armando Jaime Casielles, 

NARC member Babalawo 
Awo Jose M. Perez Andino 

Babalawo Lic. Antonio  

Castaneda Marquez President of 
the Asociacion Cultural Yoruba 
De Cuba. 

And a host of NARC members 
who were Iyalochas and Babalo-

chas.  At the completion of the 
review the officers change to the 
following categories below:  

The Lukumi, Santeria, Santeria 
Yoruba, Lukumi Yoruba etc, 
have been established as Regla 
de Ocha. 

Babalawos formerly found under 
Lukumi has been established as 
Sacerdote de Ifa. 

Every religion in this society has 
a verifying/governing board of  
which all clergy are a part.  The 
place where NARC is for Afri-
can based religion is where other 

based religions or its practitio-
ners find themselves in a guess-
ing position about whether if any 
individual is a Priest or Priest-
esses, Babalawo. 

NARC members have requested 
mediation with law enforcement 
agencies to bring an end to the 

that has been done for credible 
Priests and Priestesses.  Yet, 
without the certification process,  
we do not know who really is a 
Priest or Priestesse and who is 
not.  Many authorities such as: 
Police Departments, License and 
Inspection, Fire Departments, 
etc., do not respect African-

following: 

Interruption of religious 
ceremonies 

Disruption of religious initia-
tion proceedings 

Interference in sacred reli-
gious sacrifice rituals 
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Verification And Certification 

Ne w Cate go rie s Es tablishe d Fo r The NARC Dire cto ry 

Authorities   

There is a way to tell  “Who’s 

Who” 



cause there was not a governing 
board and no way to tell what 
the 

religious doctrines are 
and the credentials of 
Priest and Priestess. 
Today, there is a way 
to tell who’s who, the 

religious doctrines and verified 
Priests and Priestesses in good 

standing with their 
religious communi-
ties.   

NARC is building 
lines of communi-

verified/certified Priest, Priest-
ess, Babalawo, etc., should have 
in their possession.  Individuals 
who are not ordained, as Priests 
and Priestesses do not deserve 
the benefits of truly ordain 
Priests and Priestesses. 

African based religions were not 
respected for many years be-

 
Many practitioners had become 
afraid to practice their respective 
religions.  Typically priests and 
priestesses reserve a space 
within their homes that is dedi-
cated to spiritual practices and  

works.  That space contains the 
shrines and sacred objects of 
their religions.  That space be-
comes a religious sanctuary 
where duties required of priests 
and priestesses are regularly per-
formed.  They may carry out ini-
tiations and sometimes conduct 

ceremonies as required by their 
faith.  During the performance of 
their duties, these clerics are of-
ten subject to outside harass-
ment.  In order to accomplish the 

goal of bringing a stop to harass-
ments of true Priests and Priest-
esses, we must work with the 
authorities. 

 NARC’s position to the authori-
ties when called out to a house is 
to at least ask the question of 
certification/verification. 

We are asking the authorities 
when called out to a house and 
the individual say that they are a 
Priest, Priestess, Babalawo, etc., 
ask them for verification.  There 
is a verifying board and there is 
an identification card that any 

gress 
NARC/World and 

be listed in the 
World Directory 

of Priests and 
Priestesses. 

In African Relig-
ions,             every-
one who is anyone 

cation between practitioners of  

African-based religions, law en-
forcement, adjacent communities 
and the public at large.    

Become a member of the Na-
tional African Religion Con-

knows the NARC Directory is 
not just another directory – it is 
the

 

Who’s Who of Priests and 
Priestesses of African Relig-
ions in the world.  When the 
movement for unity in African 
Religions began, NARC’s di-
rectory quickly became the sin-
gle most important text ever 
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Re spe ct fo r African base d Re ligio n s 

Ce rtificatio n Is The Way to Avo id In te rruptio n s  
an d Disruptio n s o f Re ligio us Ce re m o n ie s 

Stand Up And Be Counted! 

Individuals who are not 
ordained as Priests and 
Priestesses do not 
deserve the benefits of 
truly ordained Priests 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

Certification at Gro Hungan Apote 
Humofor, Miami, Florida 
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BRAND NEW!!  
All members are 
indexed by geo-
graphical location 
making it easier to 
locate a certified 
practitioner in your country.  

BRAND NEW!!  Important 

facts and Research 
Guide concerning 
the various African    
religions are also in-
dexed for easier ac-
cess.    

NARC’s Directory is a gold-leaf 
embossed, quality hardbound 

 

The COMPLETE proceedings 
of the 5th Annual NARC World 
Conference & “Ceremony of 
Ceremonies”   

A TRILINGUAL GLOSSARY

 

of terms commonly used in    
African Religions. 

compiled on African religion, its 
practitioners and the doctrines of 
the African religious 
faiths.  Many priests 
and priestesses found 
themselves honored on 
the pages of the direc-
tory.  This book is a re-
markable collection of 
African spiritual leaders 
that began in the 
1920’s. In this publica-
tion, NARC proudly 
presents prestigious Af-
rican spiritual leaders 
from the United States, Nigeria, 
Brazil, Trinidad & Tobago, 

Haiti, Puerto Rico, Canada, 
Spain, Cuba and Argentina.  

NARC will 
continue to 
i d e n t i f y , 
certify and 
v e r i f y 
priests and 
priestesses 
f r o m 
around the 
world un-
der the 
banner of 
unity for 

the prosperity of these beautiful 
religions in the new millennium. 

The Directory contains:

  
The FIRST official listing of 
verified priests and priestesses  

of African-based religions from 
around the world.   

An UNPRECEDENTED listing 
of the religious doctrines of the 
various African faiths as they are 
practiced throughout the world.  

ORDER NOW!!!

 

The price of the directory is 
$179.99 (plus $23.95 S&H)  To 
order, send check or money or-
der to the National African Re-
ligion Congress, 5104 N. Broad 
St., Philadelphia, PA 19141. To 
order by credit card call:    

publication printed on high qual-
ity Beckett Concept paper.  As a 
one-of-a-kind reference manual, 
this directory is placed in public 
libraries, universities and gov-
ernment offices around the 
world.  The historic fourth edi-
tion is destined to become a col-
lector’s item.   

Phone: 215-455-0815        

Fax: 215-455-0818.  

Conference  

August 26 —28, 2004 
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The #1 Reference For  African-Based Religions 
Worldwide 

Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gres s Dire cto ry Of Prie s ts An d 
Priestesses Fourth Edition 2004-2005 English/Español /Français 

Ce rtify An d Be In clude d In The Wo rld Dire cto ry  

This book is over 500 
pages. It is a MUST for 

research and every person 
practicing or interested in 
African  based Religions.   



Dinner and Dance 

$50.00 NARC Members 

$60.00 Non-NARC Members 

Send your check or money 

order to:    

The National African Religion 

Congress/NARC World      

5104 North Broad St.                    
Philadelphia, PA  19141                     
Phone:  215-455-0815           
Fax:   215-455-0818   

Accommodations At: 

The Rosen Centre Hotel 

$25.00 NARC Members 

$40.00 Non-NARC Members   

Saturday, August 28, 2004     
at 7:00 P.M.  

Award Night                        

World  

“Ceremony of Ceremonies” 

August 29, 2004  

at the  

Orange County Convention 
Center 

9840 International Drive 

Orlando, FL 32819, USA 

407-996-9840 

1-800-800-9840 

Conference and World 
“Ceremony of Ceremonies” 

Early Conference Registration 
before July 27, 2004 

$200.00 NARC Members 

$230.00 Non NARC Members 
includes the  

NARC World Directory  

of Priests and Priestesses 6th 
Edition with Conference        

Proceedings 2004 

Registration after                 
July 27, 2004  

$200.00 NARC Members 

$230.00 Non NARC Members 

Directory not included   

World “Ceremony of         
Ceremonies” without         

Conference 

1-800-800-9840   

Papers should be typed in 12 
points and must be submitted by 
May 1, 2004.  All papers that are 
accepted by NARC will be in-
cluded in the conference section 
of the Directory of Priests and 
Priestesses 2005 –2006 Edition 
and/or future Directories.   

9840 International Drive 

Orlando, FL 32819, USA. 

Singles/Doubles:  $99.00        

Add’l Person:  $20.00 

Club Level:  $40.00 additional  

Call for reservations:  

407-996-9840 

 

(NOTE: you need not be present 
in order for your paper to be in-
cluded.)  

Fifth  Annual African Religion 
Conference and  

“World Ceremony of        

Page 12 

DON’T WAIT, MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW!                         

Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gre s s Sixth An n ual 
Conference 2004 

Ask Fo r NARC Whe n Makin g Re se rvatio n s 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 



DON’T WAIT, MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW!                         
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you all for taking the time out of 
your busy schedules and for 
making the trek to Philadelphia – 
again or for the first time. Wel-
come!!  

This past year has been one of 
very dramatic growth for the Na-
tional African Religion Congress 
–growth in membership and 
growth in influence. In the past 
year, NARC’s leaders have trav-

eled far and wide, throughout the 
United States, Cuba and Haiti.  
Everywhere we have gone, the 
reception has been the same – 
overwhelmingly warm and posi-
tive. It has been a year of intense 
work, collecting applications, 
certifying hundreds of new 
NARC members, and assem-
bling the new edition of the DI-
RECTORY OF PRIESTS AND 
PRIESTESSES. When you see 

Ceremony are dedicated to es-
tablishing the unification and 
reconciliation of the religions of 
the African Diaspora. I would 
also like to thank all of you for 
coming to this, the Fifth Annual 
African Religion Conference and 
Ceremony here in Philadelphia.  

It is noteworthy that the partici-
pants in this Conference have 
come from near and far. Thank 

Ceremonies” 
Conference 

August 7 — 9, 2003   

“World Ceremony of Ceremo-
nies” 

August 10, 2003 At 12:00 Noon 

 Pennsylvania Convention 
Center Authority  

One Convention Center Place, 
1101 Arch Street,               

Philadelphia, PA  19107 USA    

          

Welcome       Address By: 

Gro Mambo        Angélá 

Noványón Idizol 

Chairperson, 
National Afri-
can Religion 

Congress/NARC World 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  

August 7—10, 2003 

Giving honor to God, Christ, 
Orisa, Lwa, Abosom, elders, 
Priests and Priestesses, I would 
like to welcome everyone to the 
African Religion Conference and 
“World Ceremony of Ceremo-
nies.” This Conference and 

changed from the Running 
Horse to a Rearing Horse.  
NARC is for all the people and 
will not be tamed by any one 
group of people.  NARC is on 
the move and will not be 
stopped!!  

the new DIRECTORY, you will 
observe that it is much thicker, 
making it  clear to see the large 
number of new NARC members. 
The introductory sections of the 
Directory, which are more than 
100 pages, are in three lan-
guages, English, Spanish and 
French.  NARC’s Horse is 

NARC's growing influence can 
be seen in the United States 
where, for example, we are 
working with the Miami-Dade 
Police Department to improve 
relations between Florida’s law 
enforcement authorities and 
practitioners of African-based 
religions.  Our growing           
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COMMONALITY:  
ONE CODE, ONE PRACTICE, ONE GOD 

NARC Is On The Mo ve An d Will No t Be Sto ppe d!! 

Gro Mambo Angélá Noványón Idizol,           
Chairperson National African Religion       

Congress/NARC World 



Member, 
Board of     
Directors 

The dissolution 
of a marriage 
signifies a rela-
tionship that 
failed, often 
because the two 
people involved 
were swept into 
marriage 
(eromania), ro-
mantic love and 

never took time to develop the 
skills required to make a rela-
tionship work.  Falling in love 
with and being sexually attracted 
to a member of the opposite sex 
is no guarantee for a successful 
marriage.  A marriage is more 
than romance and sex. 

IFA teaches us to go into the 
Oracle before we get married.  
The Oracle will tell us if the 
marriage is going to last or not.  
It will even tell us if there is go-
ing to be money and children in 

        

Chief Priest Baba Awo   Ad-
eyemi Ogunde 

influence can be seen in Haiti 
where, within days after 
NARC’s very public advocacy, 
the government finally legalized 
the Voodoo religion so that Hun-
gans and Mambos, Voodoo 
Priests and Priestesses, can now 
legally and officially perform 
weddings, baptisms, and other 
ceremonies.  NARC’s growing 
influence can be seen in Cuba, 
where in a matter of days we ac-
complished what others had not 
been able to achieve in years.  

The NARC horse is on the 
move!!  

There are many priests and 
priestesses who wanted to be 
here with us but could not, due 
to visa difficulties and separation 
by water and land.  In the wake 
of 9/11, international travel is 
more difficult and much more 
expensive.  It is NARC's goal to 
one day soon utilize modern 
telecommunications technolo-
gies to permit all who wish to 

participate to do so, regardless of 
where they are on Planet Earth.  

We look forward to an exciting 
Conference and pray that God 
and the divine forces will bless 
each of you in a special way for 
being here.  Thank You. 

National African Religion     
Directory, Page 281   

ous reasons: 

1.Unrealistic expectations 
2.Diminishing excitement 
3.Excessive conflicts 
4.Poor relational skills 
5.Lack of understanding        

between partners… 

the marriage. In the western cul-
ture, often relationships, friend-
ships, dating relationships or 
marriages do not survive the 
harsh realities of everyday life.  
Preferring the easy excitement of 
romance to the complexities of 
genuine relationship. People 
abandon relationships for vari-

Homosexuality is not inherited 
from our families or relations.  
This is something some people 
choose to be, but this is not from 
our ancestors.  Some say they 
were born with it; nevertheless, 
we can’t judge them because we 
don’t know what they are going 
through.  It is not a mistake that 
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The Ancient of IFA on Sex, Sexuality, Homosexuality, Male-Female Relations in Single Life & 
Marriage for the Living  

Conference 2003 Cont. 

Homosexuality 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 
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influence in life to both parties 
or to either party, a difference is 
this vital matter must affect the 
lives of both more profoundly 
than differences of birth, race, 
language, or position in life.  It 
is therefore only right that the 
parties to be married should 
have the same spiritual outlook.  
If two persons love each other, 
their outlook in the highest 
things of life must be the same.  
Note that religion is not here, a 

mere label or a matter of custom 
or birth.  The two persons may 
have been born in different relig-
ions, but if, by their mutual influ-
ence, they come to see the truth 
in the same way, they must 
openly accept the same rites and 
the same social brotherhood. 
Otherwise the position will be-
come impossible individually 
and socially. … 

In the Voodoo tradition, mar-
riage is, The joining of two peo-

ple, is considered to be one of 
these sacrifices.  (Source: As It 
Is, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhak-
tivedanta, Swami Prabhupada 
The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, 
Philippines)   

In the Holy Qur’an it is written, 
Marriage is a most intimate 
communion, and the mystery of 
sex finds its highest fulfillment 
when intimate spiritual harmony 
is combined with the physical 
link.  If religion is at all a real 

Eledumare created man and 
woman for a purpose and it is 
not man and man or women and  
women.  We have to pray for 
them. Many men were married 
and still have another man part-
ner somewhere else.  That is not 
good.  It is very good to tell your 
partner if he is going to accept 
you.  Ifa says it is a taboo for 
something like that, so most of 
the time we don’t talk about it...   

National African Religion     
Directory, Page 368  

           

Gro Mambo Satela                     
Novanyon, Idizol                                  

Member, Board of Directors 

Giving honor to God, Christ, 
Loa, Orisha, Abosom, Elders, 
the ancestors and my God-
mother, Gro Mambo Angela 
Novanyon, Idizol.  I want to 
thank you all for allowing me 
to speak and stand before you 
all today.  

What is marriage?  

In the Bhagavad~Gita it is writ-
ten, There are many purificatory 
processes for advancing a hu-
man being to spiritual life.  The 
marriage ceremony, for exam-

embrace the strengths each 
brings into marriage.  Erusile 
Freeda teaches love, through les-
sons of care, which blossoms 
into love. …    

The marital ceremony is the 
highest, most sacred ceremony a 
priest/priestess can perform be-
tween a man and woman.  When 

ple in a holy union for eternity, 
to live of the same mind follow-
ing God, Christ and the Holy 
Loa. Marriage is the preserva-
tion of the love as well as com-
promise and sacrifice. ...    

The strengths that a man and a 
woman bring to a marriage first 
begin with respect.  Once you 
have respect, you can see and 

God created man, he knew he 
needed a mate thus he created a 
soul mate – woman.  Now man 
was complete. The ritual recon-
firms the original unification of 
man and woman…. 

National African Religion     
Directory, Page 317  

Bastard—A child born to parents 
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Conference 2003 Cont. 
The Commonality of the Bond –  Marriage in the spirit 

The Marriage In The Spirit 



shout "Aieee-bo-bo" and the 
choir would respond "Aieee-bo-
bo". She would wave her hand in 
front of the drummers and they 
would begin to play rhythms that 
would touch your core. From 
this point she began to sing a 
song and the choir followed her 
on cue. Then she began to dance 
and the congregation imitated 
her movements. Then I began to 

look around and I saw paintings 
of symbols on the walls around 
me, painted symbols of the di-
vine force, the Loa being sung 
to….  

Hip-hop culture as an African 
spiritual medium is a classic case 
of motivation toward the "what" 
but knowing nothing of the 

for the party. When these things 
came into play, you would start 
to see groups of dancers pop-
lockin’ and breakdancin’. …  

The connection between 
"bastard", Hip-Hop" and 
"African religion" wasn’t made 
until my first Voodoo ceremony 
where I saw Gro Mambo Angela 
raise her asson in the air and 

not married to each other or 
within the safety of recognized 
family, making it possible to 
deny the child in question the 
rites of ancestry, despite appar-
ent blood relation. 

 
Hip-Hop—An urban culture 
born in the early 1970's, created 
within the West Indian and His-
panic population in the South 
Bronx section of New York 
City, consisting of emceeing 
(rapping), deejay, b-boying 
(break dancing) and graffiti art.  

African Religion--The world’s 
first religious practices, originat-
ing on the African continent 
among Black people, consisting 
mainly of rituals and ceremo-
nies, lead by a priest through 
song, backed by drumming and 
followed by a congregation in 
song and dance in a setting sur-

rounded by artistic representa-
tions of the particular religion 
i.e. statues, paintings, and more 
specifically, what are called veve 
in Haitian Voodoo…  

At a hip-hop party the emcee 
would raise his mic in the air 
ordering the crowd through call 
and response with chants like 
"say make money, money 
money, money, money!" And 
the crowd would repeat the 
same. He would be backed by a 
deejay on two turntables cutting, 
scratching and manipulating the 
drums and sounds of the records 
of his choice to do his bidding 

cords on turntables in the same 
way that an African drummer 
changes the sound of his drum 
by the slightest pressure of his 
hand. It is the divine forces that 
motivate a hip-hop dancer to 
move with the rhythm and grace 
of two players of Capoeria An-
gola, moving in accordance with 
the speed of the drum, challeng-
ing each other in the process. … 

"why". The "what" are the divine 
forces of God that are ever pre-
sent in the world. It is the divine 
forces that motivate a young 
Black man to pick up a micro-
phone and start rhyming words 
from mind to mouth, on beat and 
making sense faster than most 
people can think. It is the divine 
forces that motivate a deejay to 
cut, scratch, and manipulate re-

It is time for you to open the 
doors of your homes and spread 
your arms wide to the prodigal 
son. It is time to claim hip-hop. 
It is time to claim the bastard  

child..                                                   
National African Religion   Di-
rectory, Page 436    
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The Connection 

Hip-Hop: Bastard Child of African Religion 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

Will Ebonzo in front of NARC 
International Office 
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Christian symbols and iconogra-
phy from relevant altars of the 
Loa. In Fall 2001, I attended a 
meeting sponsored by the Inter-
faith Center of New York on Af-
rican-based religion which in-
cluded representatives of Vodou, 
Santeria, Condomble, and 
Yoruba religious traditions. It 
was on this occasion that I 
learned about the very real splits 

that were occurring within Afri-
can-based traditions and among 
African practitioners in America 
over the topic of the influence of 
Christianity on their belief sys-
tems. I heard presentations on 
the growing movements within 
these traditions to separate them-
selves from any specific connec-
tion to Roman Catholicism in an 
effort to return to truly authentic 

Vodou belief and practice takes 
shape as a United States reli-
gious reality, it will prove useful 
to be sensitive to the influence 
that American practitioners bring 
to this older Haitian tradition if 
only in very subtle ways. What 
is certain about Mambo An-
gela’s congregation is that they 
will not be participating in the 
overt movement to remove 

        
Several years ago at a Baltimore 
showing of the exhibit, “The Sa-
cred Arts of Haitian Vodou,” I 
had the opportunity of meeting a 
well-known Vodou priestess. In 
the few minutes of conversation 
I had with her, I asked if she 
considered herself a Roman 
Catholic. “Yes,” she responded, 
“and I wish I could go to Mass 
everyday.” Her response fasci-
nated me as a Roman Catholic, 
as a scholar of vernacular relig-
ion, and especially as someone 
who teaches about African-based 
religion and who works to inter-
pret these traditions to students. 
Do all Vodou practitioners have 
this kind of attachment to and 
association with Roman Catholi-

cism? Were individuals repre-
senting other faith traditions also 
joining African-based religious 
congregations in America today, 
and would this movement of 
people somehow influence the 
practices and aesthetics of the 
tradition in its American incar-
nations?...  

In the summer 2002, I had the 
opportunity of asking Philadel-
phia’s Gro Mambo Angela No-
vanyon Idizol, a native of the 
city who trained in Haiti, some 
questions about her own reli-
gious background. She gra-
ciously informed me that in her 
life there was no connection to 
Roman Catholicism. …  As 

saints, the Virgin Mary, and Je-
sus Christ from the altars of Af-
rican-based religions….This 
contemporary “stripping of the 
altars” is, perhaps, a topic that 
could be a major point of discus-
sion by the various traditions 
attending the 2003 meeting of 
the National African Religion 

African spiritual roots. In actions 
similar to the removal of Catho-
lic iconography from churches 
and ritual spaces by particular 
Protestant Christian groups dur-
ing the Reformation in the six-
teenth century, contemporary 
Afrocentric Americans have re-
moved Christian images of 

C o n g r e s s . I s t h i s d e -
Christianizing of Vodou a con-
cern of new adherents to Vodou 
in a city like Philadelphia where 
Gro Mambo Angela’s congrega-
tion has attracted many devoted 
members? Would such a concern 
relate to their own religious 
backgrounds and development? 
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A Faith That You Walk, Breathe and Live:  
Living the Vodou for First-Generation American Practitioners  

“Strippin g Of The Altars”  

Leonard Norman Primiano,  

Associate Professor 

Department of Religious Studies 
Cabrini College, Radnor, PA  



past it; so can you. 

Another of her great moves was 
to face her anger.  She never al-
lowed the festering of emotions, 
it was eyeball to eyeball, face to 
face.  Remember when you carry 
the banner of truth you carry the 
power of Spirit.  No one can de-
feat truth. Embracing any battle 

with truth guarantees success 
and victory sooner or later. 

Look backwards and you will 
remain in the pain. It will bind 
you eventually killing your 
“Spirit” and making you truly 
unbearable. 

I could go on and go on with 

dreams into reality can be used 
by all of us who have witnessed 
the birth, growth and develop-
ment of NARC. 

For example “No Distraction.”  
No form of distraction was al-
lowed to interfere with the goal; 
whether it was financial, family 
matters or even illness, she got 

Leonard Norman Primiano, Associ-
ate Professor, Cont.,  

I would like to close with the 
words of another member of Gro 
Mambo Angela’s Peristyle, 
George Ware, whose spiritual 
name is Gro Houngan Yabofe 
Novanyon Idizol… “We aren’t 
telling [other African traditions] 
to put Christ in their [beliefs and 
practices]. We may use that pic-
ture of St. Jacques one hundred 
years from now and it would be 
considered historical, but those 
icons evolved over time and be-
came very important because 
they are imbued with the spirit of 
whatever that saint is. Many 
miracles are attrib uted to the 
people having such pictures on 

their altars. We don’t really 
know what the mechanism of all 
that is because people in general 
don’t really understand religion 
that  well. But we know what 
works. Like electricity, we don’t 
understand how it works, but  i t 
works, and the same thing as 
religion.”  

National African Religion    
Directory, Page 419  

One Heart! One Circle! 

One universal Intent and Goal – 
that is the what and the where of  
NARC. It has been a really 
rough road for the great vision-
ary Gro Mambo Angela.  The 
lessons for today’s survival can  

       

be taken from Gro Mambo An-
gela’s real-life experiences of 
putting NARC “on the map.”  
The events that shaped her 

mean and exactly what you 
would understand with great 
clarity in just a few simple 
words. 

All of us who truly follow the 
path of truth must understand 
that our survival is an individual 
accomplishment-- a single act of 

word after word after word.  And 
I know these words that speak of 
my academic status would in-
deed be impressive but the es-
sence of truth and understanding 
would eventually be lost amid 
the confusion of all the “words.” 

Whereas I can say exactly what I 

faith that draws the circle of be-
lief that can never be compro-
mised or broken. 

We have made it through all of 
these years and with each gen-
eration, a visionary is put in ac-
tion by Spirit and guided by An-
cestor to stand strong to lead the 
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One Heart! One Circle 

“One universal Intent and Goal –  that is the what and 
the where of NARC.”  Shakmah Winddrum 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

Representing The New Seed Sanctuary 
Shakmah Winddrum                     

Member, Board of Directors 
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Gro Houngan Yatándé 
Noványón Idizol 

Vice President, Na-
tional African Religion 
Congress/NARC World 

A common link in Afri-
can religions is that they 
have a duty of service to 
the society.   These du-
ties are important to the 

community and have become of 
vital importance in use with clin-
ics, hospitals and general help 

its territory, which is the junc-
tion where two roads or three 
roads meet. That is where its pal-
ace is. In a nutshell, an interme-
diary is always involved in the 
delivery of a particular sacrifice. 
Some sacrifices are consumed 
on the spot, and look as if noth-
ing has touched it, but something 
was involved, as sacrifices can-
not exist in isolation….           
National African Religion  Di-
rectory, Page 446 

faithful into the promised light.  
We have been given Gro Mambo 
Angela to lead us into this circle 
of light, power of magic, success 
in our endeavors; abundance and 
prosperity on all levels of our 
life. 

We all deserve it if we believe 
we deserve it.  We all can have it 
if we believe we can have it. We 
all need it if we believe we need 
it. 

What really matters is that we 
must survive and save our heri-
tage.  We must protect our pin-
nacles of faith, beliefs and above 

all – Spiritual contact and ances-
tral contact. National African 
Religion  Directory, Page 350 

Sacrifice is simply termed as 
ipese, ebo in the case of divina-
tion. It can be used to appease, to 
avert, to avoid, to divert and in 
some cases to reward. In the case 
of Ifa divination, the sacrifices 
are used to appease other Orisa 
to change the subject while the 
sacrifices are conveyed by ESU 
to other Orisa in question. An 
example of this is the sacrifice 
prepared by Orunmila to secure 
love for AYE or EARTH. 

Hence if a Babalawo does not 
have ESU at his disposal, right 
in his house, he has to carry it to 

thermore, they steer the commu-
nity to God as a part of their 
treatment. … 

The Value Of A Priest  

We all have our vows, but the 
code of ethics and protocols 
need to be reviewed by many of 
us.  We have allowed the god-

for marriages or individual prob-
lems.  African religions are 
unique in their services.  Very 
few religions in any land, with 
the exception of Hinduism and 
the American Indian religion, 
treat and heal its members and 
the general public - for any ill-
ness - while serving God.  Fur-

children along with the public to 
dictate how we work. Priests on 
this level should never taunt nor 
disrespect each other because of 
the one code of Priesthood… 

National African Religion    
Directory, Page 447 
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Service The Training Of Priests, The Value And Ethics of A Priest 

Sacrifice 

Prince Adebowale Samson Adegboye 
Member, Board of Directors 

“Ceremony of Ceremonies”   
2003 



The National African Religion Congress will be holding its Sixth Annual Conference 
and World “Ceremony of Ceremonies,”  August 26—29, 2004 at the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida.  It is important for Priests and 
Priestesses to attend the conference to share the commonality of protocols, morals, 
ethics and principles.  The National African Religion Congress/NARC World is con-
fronting many issues to bring African Religion to the light equal to any religion of 

the mainstream society.    We are under a microscope by the society we live in because our religion is differ-
ent.  Unification of African Religion and the annual conference and ceremony is a way to send a message to 
the society in which we live, that we are just as qualified to provide alternative medicine and healing through 
the spirit.  The conference will send a message through the Directory, an established reference for those who 
are researching the morals, principles and doctrines of African-based religion worldwide.  Come and be a 
part of the CONFERENCE 2004 in Orlando, Florida, and send your message through your conference paper 
in the National African Religion Congress/NARC World Directory-Conference.  

The National African Religion Congress is applying to Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) to have 
Certified Priests and Priestesses recognized as viable health care providers under their insurance.  One ma-
jor question HMOs have is what type of review board is in place and what kind of continuing education is 
provided to them so that they can continue to treat all kinds of ailments.  

Join the fight to have our Priests and Priestesses recognized for the healing they have been doing through  
African Religion.  Come to the National African Religion Congress Conference and expand your knowledge.  
Come strengthen your ability to serve the people and receive continuing education to be recognized as a 
medical provider.  Come answer the question the HMOs are asking.  Don’t let this conference go by without 
your support. 

sible.  These forces represent 
nature and creation.  They gov-
ern conduct and behavior in hu-
man affairs and afford humanity 
an opportunity for positive 
change.  These forces are also 
available through divination or 
readings, where Priests and 
Priestesses can evaluate the life 
situation of individuals physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually.  
The forces of African Religion 
are our guides and if we would 
follow their directives and direc-
tions, we could achieve success 
in life and in the afterlife…. 

We are being very stupid by car-
rying on fruitless dialogues 
about the purity and authenticity 

Gro Houngan  Yabófé 
Noványón Idizol President, 
National African Religion      
Congress/NARC World 

African Religions share with all 
other religions the objective of 
helping humanity to elevate to a 
moral and ethical character.  In 
addition, all African Religion 
provides direct contact with the 
sacred and spiritual world.  
Through song, dance and drum, 
a portal to the spiritual realm can 
be established, linking humanity 
with the divine forces of the uni-
verse: the Loa, Orisa and 
Abosom.  These divine forces 
are not unique to African Relig-
ion, they are simply more acces-

of these religions.  Let us thank 
God, Christ, the Loa, Orisa and 
Abosom that the religions exist 
at all.  Let us build upon what 
we have.  The Loa, Orisa and 
Abosom have called for unity of 
all African Religions throughout 
the Diaspora and in Africa.  
Let’s do that.  We need to work 
together to build an international 
African Religion movement….  
National African Religion    
Directory, Page 396 

The Co m m o n ality:  On e Go d, On e Chris t, On e Lo a, Abo so m ,  

Orisa, One Religion, One Hope, One Prayer, One People 

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED! 
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